Life On Land Learning Organiser — Year 6 Autumn 1 — Is the Amazon the lungs of the world?

Key Questions

Why is biodiversity important?

What is an ecosystem (local, global, human-made)?
What are the threats to biodiversity?

What are the consequences of extinction?

What is desertification and deforestation?

What human behaviours are causing some animals to become
extinct?

New Learning

To have an understanding of forest ecosystems, freshwater
ecosystems, ecosystem health and consequences of human impact.
To understand the importance of biodiversity and threats to
biodiversity, habitat loss; concept of endangered species.

To understand ecology: competition, predator-prey, community
dynamics, energy flow through food webs, dispersal and ranges.
Specific ecosystems — local and global native ecosystems and also
human-made ones, e.g. managed forestry plantations

To understand threats to biodiversity: habitat loss, deforestation,
fragmentation, invasive species and overexploitation (caused by
unsustainable production and consumption practices, unsustainable
technologies, etc.)

To understand the dangers of extinction: Individually endangered
species, how extinction is forever, the long time needed to form
species, and the six mass extinctions

To understand climate change and biodiversity, ecosystems as
carbon sinks, disaster risk reduction and ecosystems (ecosystems as
a natural barrier to natural hazards)

To understand soil and its formation and structure

To understand desertification, deforestation and efforts to combat
them

Vocabulary.

Forest ecosystem, freshwater ecosystem, human impact,
biodiversity, habitat loss, endangered species, ecology,
predator, prey, food webs, deforestation, fragmentation,
overexploitation, extinction, desertification.



https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/love-nature/biodiversity
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbnnb9q/articles/z2pqfcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zkxjnrd

